Filipino Parol Fun Facts
Did you know that – 
1. The word parol (pronounced “pah-roll” with a rolling "r") comes from the Spanish word for lantern, farol. According to World Book's Christmas in the Philippines, the roots of the parol can be found in the Mexican piñata. The piñata came to Spain from Italy in the 1300's, spread to Mexico and finally came to the Philippines when the Spaniards brought Christianity to the islands.
2. The villagers would walk around to appreciate the work of others and see who had the nicest parol design. When new stylistic variations appeared, such as different kinds of tassels, streamers, or crowns around it, others would innovate their own creation, and make plans to display his "better" parol the following year. One of the most spectacular innovations can be found in the city of San Fernando where 20 foot tall parols with kaleidoscopic blinking lights are paraded through the streets on truck beds.
3. For Filipinos, making a parol, decorating one and lighting a parol is an expression of shared faith and hope.  In 2003, the Filipino American Development Foundation of San Francisco began leading a series of parol workshops culminating with a Parol Stroll (parade) on Mission Street to Yerba Buena Gardens.  The Parol Lantern Festival was introduced to strengthen Filipino community by bringing people together sharing history and creating common bonds. It has become a San Francisco tradition.
